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THE S EA SO N OF 1926 I N THE M ONT B LAN O GROUP .

By J . P. FARRAR.

GE NERALLY speaking, the weather was very unset tled
until mid-August . From th en it improved, and

Sept ember is reput ed to have been very fine. There was a
vast amount of snow remaining from th e spring. This
rendered difficult rocks like the Drus unappro achable until
quite late in July. On th e other hand , snow and ice faces were
generally in magnificent condition. Even th e Brenva was
ascended with hardly any step-cutting, while the conditions
alone probably rendered reasonably safe th e very steep N. face
of the Aig. de Bionnassay, a carefully nursed project of M1'.
R. W. Lloyd , ascended by him with the Pollingers, and repeat ed
with a slight variation by M1'. Edmund Oliver with th e Autden
blat tens. The expedit ions are th e subj ect of Mr. Lloyd's
paper at the December meeting. The mountain was also
ascended a few cl ays earlier by M. Langlois, a young French
climber, with two guides, by a route commencing on the N.
face and completed by the Tricot arete-s-in effect somewhat
by the original 1865 route. To come now t o particulars :

M. J acques de Lepiney, one of the founders of th e well
known G.H .M., and generally accept ed as the foremost exponent
of French mountaineering, to the present int ensive development
of which he and his colleagues have so largely cont ributed, was
on leave from his post as ent omologist in the French service
in Morocco.

As a start Mlle. Morin, M. de Prandieres and he, defeat d
by weather on th e Crocodile, completed th e day by ascending,
with M. Jacquemart, the Aig. du Plan and th e Requin.

On August 6, after wait ing three days at the hut on th e
Jardin d'Argenti ere, MM. de Lepiney and Lagarde crossed th e
rather desperate Col de I'Aiguille Verte, the first repetition
since crossed by th e Guglierminas in 1901. Such were the
conditions th at th e party, with th eir sharp Eckenstein crampons,
leaving the rimaye at 4 A.M . , were on the wat ershed at 8.5 A.M .

They ' galloped ' a bit owing to threatening weather, finding
the rocks fairly easy, with good holds, and the snow excellent ,
only very few steps in hard ice being needed. They gained
the point 3818 at the side of th e actual Col 3796. The vert ical
height from the rimaye is about 800 m. of steep ascent , the
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second half rather steeper, but the difficulties are stated to be
not serious, presumably in the then conditions. The objective
dangers were absent except during the passage of the rimaye
dominated by seracs, which took a good quarter of an hour.
The Couvercle was reached at 12.30 midday. The original
party were held up all day by step and handhold cutting in
steep hard ice and were compelled to bivouac, only gaining the
crest in tl! hours next morning.

Attempts on the Droites by MM. de Lepiney, Lagarde and
de Segogne, and by MM. de Lepiney and Lagarde, on the
Court es, both from the Argentiere side, were defeated by bad
weather and bad conditions ; the second at a considerable
height by a snowstorm in addition.

On August 13, MM. de Lepiney, G. S.Bowerand J. A. Morin,
from a bivouac on the Col des Nant iHons, after making what
is probably the second ascent of the Pte. Balfour (the first
without rope-throwing), involving a jolie fissure, from the
Breche Balfour-Grepon, ascended next day the Grepon,
Bower' leading admirably' up the Lochmatter chimney, while
the other two climbed the Knubel crack with the rope held
by Bower as a preoaution. They also made the first ascent of
the gendarme 3473 above the route a bicyclette, described as
not difficult .

An expedition which the condi tions rendered extremely
arduous and dangerous was made on August 17 by MM. de
Lepiney, Bregeault and Migot, the objective being to traverse
Picco Luigi Amedeo and descend t he whole Brouillard arete
to the Col du Brouillard, start ing from the Vallot hut. The
sky at 5 A .M. was clear, and after a very fine sunrise M. Blanc
was reached at 6.45 and the descent of the arete at once entered
upon, no difficulty being met with until the Innominata
contrefort junction. The arete then becomes sharper, rocks
succeeding elegant crests of snow at int ervals. They arrived
at a sort of summit crowned with snow. A consultation was
held. There were ominous signs of bad weather, while the
mountain was not in good enough condition to allow the
desirable speed, since to avoid the possibly great danger they
would need to at tain the Punta Baretti before the storm.
They knew from their experience in 1923 (' A.J.' 36. 154)
th at they could safely descend from th ere in bad weather and
fog. They decided to continue the descent, but progress was
not fast; the steepish rocks encumbered with snow compelled
tr averses on the flank, where the axe found ice under a thin
covering of snow. The rocks are also rotten and require care.
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At times on the arete, at tim es on the Brouillard flank, progress
was continuous, but demanded constant attention. A shor t
ascent brought the party to the summit of the Luigi Amedeo
(10.15). They remained only 15 minutes, t he weat her being
so threat ening that they decided to ret race their steps. The
first two hours went well and put them above t he steeper
passages. But then th e hail and the thunder commenced, axes
and rocks singing loudly, and the eyebrows standing out, the
hair being held fast by the passe-montagne. After ascending
a snow slope in these disquieting surroun dings, they halted for
a moment under the lee of t he arete , when M. de Lepiney
received a violent shock, throwing him over backwards and
causing him to roll down about 10 metres, until he was pulled
up by the rope, passed round a rock and held by M. Bregeault ,
but losing axe and sack . The damage was limited to a few
cut s. The thun derstorm sto pped, and they started again in
mist and falling snow. All went well till near the M. Blanc de
Courmayeur the storm broke out afresh, but , as th ey were a
dist ance from the arete an d lay down, the danger was less.
They then pushed on, notwithstanding the difficult orientation,
to the top of M. Blanc, when a third storm broke out, with th e
previous symptoms, t he lightning st riking close to them. They
again lay down. The storm was followed by a tourmente of
snow and a very cold S.W. wind, while in the white mist they
hardly saw t heir feet and from time to tim e a few metres ahead.
They were able with difficulty to find the Bosses arete, the
powdery snow at one point giving way and causing a glissade,
fortunately soon stopped. It was the last assault , and this
very competent an d very valiant party reached the Vallot hut
at 5.30.

Mr. E. G. Oliver, with Adolf and Alfred Aufdenblatten, made
the third passage of t he Col du Tour Noir and a passage of
the infrequently done Col des Hirondelles, as menti oned in the
present nu mber. The latter was descended next day by
Messrs. Carslake and Mark breit er with E varisto Croux,

The Aiguille Blanche-Peuteret route was done mid-August
by two Italian mountaineers, Si Albertini and Mat tiola, with
t wo or three bivouacs. The expedit ion was repeat ed at the
end of August by MM. v. Schuma cher and W. H. Amst utz,
the well-known Berne Akademiker. With the advantage of
fine weather, perfect condi tions, their own fitness and great
climbing competence, they reached the M. Blanc de Courmayeur
from a low bivouac in about 15 hours. The expedition is
described in the present number.
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M. de Segogne's expeditions are described in the present
numb er. His leave unfortunat ely hit th e worst of the weather,
which much interfered with his plans.

MM. Lagarde and de Gigord of th e G.H.M. ascended the
Brenva face in such extraordinarily good conditions th at , armed
with crampons, they hardly cut a step.

MM. Paul Fallet and R. 'I'ezenas du Montcelmade an attempt
on th e great Montenvers ice-face of th e Charmoz but were
driven back by bad weather. The descent in such weather
required absolute st eadiness.

'I'heAiguille Vert e was distinctly easy, the couloir in perfect
condition, and must have been ascended over 25 times-one
party descending to the Couvercle in little over an hour!

The Periades, in th e doubtful weather, received many visit ors,
and the ascent of all the points on the arete is now probably
completed.

It is rumoured that an at tack was made by Italian
mountaineers on th e N. face of th e Jorasses. Details fail.

The new Requin hut was in great request. It will hold
comfortably about forty people, but on anything like decent
days was packed with anything up to one hundred, indeed on
one night about thirty are report ed to have been forced to sleep
out side. It is well run, so far as the crowd permits, by my old
friend Joseph Demarchi, in his day a fine guide. The Requin
from this hut is now a job of about 6 hrs., and is climbed almost
every day in anything like weather. A new (?) route, right up
th e rocks of the S. face as far as the foot of th e summit itself,
was reported to have been done by two young Norwegians.

The Drus resisted un til the end of July, but from then ascents
were of frequent occurrence. M. E. R. Blanchet and Armand
Charlet, both fleetest of foot, made th e ascent of the Petit Dru
from th e Charpoua hut in 3 h. 40 m. The tr averse to the
Grand Dru took 45 min. and the whole journey, hut to hut,
8 h. 45 m. Conditions admirables, but they must hav e been
moving! He and M. Chaubert , with the same guide and Jean
Devouaasoud, made the first ascent of the Aiguille medians,
the last to be climbed of the four Aiguilles du Diablo, all
over 4000 m. Particulars will be found elsewhere in this
number.

The brilliant young guide, Armand Charlet , finished his
season on September 22 by th e ascent of the Aig. Sans Nom
from the Breche du Pic Sans om, and then t raversing to the
Verte .

" hat will he do next ?
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The difficult aiguilles, Mummery and Ravanel, were climbed
by two English ladi es, Miss Marp les and Miss Barnard, with
Alfred Couttet . They also ascended the Aig. du P eigne and
the Grepon. It was not an uncommon sight in decent weather
to see a dozen or more people on th e Grepon every day! They
also climbed the Re quin by the S.E . rock face as far as the E paule,
which avoids the usual tedious snow walk. This summit was
also in great favour .
. Another climb er, Miss M. O'Bri en, a New Englander, after
doing several difficult expeditions with the Dimais in t he
Dolomites, including, it is reported, a new route on the Col R osa,
did the Aiguilles Mummery and Ravanel, traversed the Drus
and made an at te mpt on the so-called Roc du Grepon (Mum
mery 's ' Crag on the Grepon ') which is the latest objective of
the elit e. H er guid e was also Alfred Couttet .

Captain A. H . MacCarthy, the leader of the Mt . Logan
expedit ion, was over for a couple of months, and made t he
ascents of the prin cipal summits in the Oberland, the Zermatt
dist rict and the Mont Blanc group. H e is reported to have
ascended in under 50 working days over 100 summits. Such
a record , in such a season, or indeed in any season, must surely
be without parallel, but when one remembers his two preliminary
journeys for th e Mt. Logan expedition, one in mid-winter,
followed immediately by t he final expedition, which he led to
the summit, one would find it hard to be surprised at anything
he does. His energy and determination are unrivalled. H e
himself served in th e U.S. Navy, bu t, not so far back, his ances
tors were Ulstermen of th at Irish-Scotch blood that brooks no
denia l.

H err Welzenbach, the President of the Akad . A.C. Munich, .
a body which includes many young, very capable and daring
mountaineers, and his comrade, Dr. Allwein, were in the
southern part of th e Group, but their plans were much hampered
by th e absence of weather which the expeditions of the kind
they undertake demands. Climbers who have been on the
F auteuil des Allemands will remember the S. or left -han d arete
of the Aiguille Noire de P euteret . The vertical height above
the Col des Chasseurs is 750 m., over 2400 ft. It is one series
of huge towers. It looks so hopeless, or anyway as demanding
so much time, tha t hitherto only t wo at tempt s on it are known,
the first by Dr. P aul Preuss, repu ted the most daring climber
of his day killed the following year in Tirol ; the second by
Dr. Guido Mayer with t he best Dolomite guide of the day,
Angelo Dibona, both well known as equal to the most difficult
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work. Dr. Preuss gained the first tower, named Pic Gamba,
2700 m. The second party gained a higher tower ca. 3000 m.
Herr Welzenbach and Dr. Allwein in 8 hrs. of extremely difficult
work gained the tower, 3420 m. This tower is cut off from the
final massif by a great vertical gap, about 300 feet deep, which
would need several rappels if, indeed, such could be arranged.
Bad weather compelled them to turn here, and the descent , as
might be expected over such ground, required as much time as
the ascent .

This is the kind of ' Problem ' which young mount aineers like
these set themselves, and the present party, it must be admitted,
have given such proof of their judgment and capacity that one
hesitates to suggest that they may try themselves too high. It
is idle and ridiculous to suggest tha t danger on any mount ain is
absent . It is simply a question of the permissible degree, and
the factor applicable to any party varies of course enormously.
What is relatively safe for one is the maddest folly for another.

English climbers were, unfortunately, seldom in evidence.
One sorely misses th e young English climbers of old days.
There are still to be seen men in the thirt ies or early forties,
usually with competent guides, who undertake the biggest
expeditions in a thoroughly workmanlike manner. There are
also semi-veterans who have not forgot ten th e great game.
The young French, Swiss, Italians, even Germans are more
numerous than formerly in the Western Alps, while the I talians,
Austri ans and Germans are in an overwhelming majority in th e
Eas tern Alps.

Two yotmg members of th e Oxford Mountaineering Club,
Mr. Busk (Hon. Sec.) and Mr. Hart, led by the superb pair,
Armand and Georges Charlet , from th e Charpoua traversed the
Grand and Petit Dru in 7 hrs. 45 mins., excluding halts, or
9 hrs. 15 mins. in all. Hart and Armand, from Montenvers,
traversed the Grepon, all in, in 7 hrs. 45 mins. ! They recall the
great and unforgettable days of Geoffrey Young. Still such
pace on a mountain introduces a factor of uncertainty very
undesirable. Our young friends 'will get sensible with a few
years over their heads. We have all been young.

The feature of these times, especially in th is great Group, in
which the most st renuous ice climbs, the most difficult rock
climbs, and, generally, expeditions fit to test the enduranc and
skill of th e strongest parti es, are to be found, is the int ensive
ness brought to bear not only on the work itself, but on the
elucidation of the smallest point of topography. The labours
of the MM. Vallot have had much to do with the lat ter.
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The degree of skill and judgment exhibited by th e young
French mountaineers, who are naturally, in th e majority here,
is most remarkable. There are many of them capable of leading
the hardest climbs, and two ladies, Mme. Damesme and Mlle.
Morin are admittedly, hardly inferior to the best of th em. To
be led by such men, inst ead of by guides, makes the term
guideless, for the led one absurd.

With very few exceptions the young French mountaineers
rely on their own efforts and do not take guides. Their relations
with guides, especially with the well-mannered young guides,
some of whom as rock-climbers are not excelled, of whom
Chamonix has good reason to be proud, are, neverth eless, the
very best and are based, evidently, on feelings of mutual respect
and goodwill.

The welcome which we veterans get from the guide-friends
of our generation such as Alfred and Ernest Simond, Joseph
Ra van el, Demarchi and oth ers warms one's heart.

The Cout tets of the famous hot el have not forgotten their
English friends, but th e demand is such that th ey require longer
notic e to reserve rooms than the ex-centric mountaineer,
dependent on weather and condit ions, can, at t imes, afford to
give. The crowd in Chamonix High Street on Sat urday
evenings is like Piccadilly, and the lat itude allowed, at all
t imes, to hooting motori sts is scanda lous. It is short-s ighted
policy on the part of the autho rit ies.

Climbing in the Group has become very onerous owing to th e
terrible overcrowding in the huts, but the mut ual forbearance
and the give and take exhibited, especially by our. French
comrades and the guides, mitigat e the unavoidable discomfort s
and are delight ful to witness.

Verily in th e Alps one's lines are cast in pleasant places.

THE AMERIOAN M EMB ERS OF TH E A LPINE C LUB .

Minut es of Meeting held May 8, 1926.

THE American members held their Spring Dinner on May 8,
1926, at the H arvard Club in Boston .

Those present were Prof essor Charles E. Fay, Chairman,
and Messrs . Allston Burr, Allen Carpe, J. Ellis Fisher, H enry
S. Hall, Jr., J. W. A. Hickson, Albert H . MacCarthy, Howard
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